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Wellington Town Council 
 

                                Town Clerk: KAREN ROPER 
Town Mayor 
Cllr Paul Davis                                                                                  B.A (Hons), DMS 
 Civic Offices, Larkin Way 
 Tan Bank, Wellington 
 Telford TF1 1LX 
 Tel: 01952 567697 
 Fax: 01952 567690 
 Email: wellingtontowncouncil@telford.gov.uk 
 www.wellington-shropshire.gov.uk 

EVENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 25th July 2023 commencing at 6.00pm. 
 

Present:                                                          
Cllr Snell Cllr Pierce Cllr Lowe Cllr Barker 

 
Cllr Holding     
    

In attendance: Caroline Mulvihill – E & C Manager 
 
13/23 Welcome and Introductory Remarks – Cllr Barker welcomed members to 

the meeting.  
                     
14/23 Apologies for Absence 
 Cllr Tomlinson, Cllr Day and Paola Armstrong. Apologies accepted. 
 

15/23  Declarations of Interest – There were no declarations of interest received  

                      relating to items on the agenda. 

  

16/23 To confirm the minutes from the meeting dated Tuesday 27th June 2023. 
Proposed by Cllr Lowe, seconded by Cllr Snell and RESOLVED 
UNANIMOUSLY that the minutes of the 27th June were a true and accurate 
record. 
 

17/23    Matters arising from those minutes: 
• ACTION: Caroline to reflect on the WTC website that meetings are no 

longer live streamed. DONE and also included that members of the public 
can attend Council meetings if they would like too. 
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• ACTION: AL to gather details of Charltonbury and share with members of 
E & C – Addressed by Cllr Barker and Cllr Lowe. 
 

• ACTION: Caroline to ensure the removal and purchase of a new digital 
board is added to the next P & R agenda and that a feasibility study is 
completed prior to purchase. DONE - This was requested for July’s P & R 
agenda but was moved to August’s agenda. 
 

• ACTION: Caroline to contact all Christmas light switch on suppliers / 
entertainers and rebook them for the new date. DONE – only problem 
risen is that the Telford Lions cannot provide ‘Santa’. Caroline has two 
other options she is looking into and will keep members updated. 
 

• ACTION: Caroline to speak with Paola Armstrong and invite her to future E 
& C meetings. DONE – Paola will attend from September. 
 

• ACTION: Caroline to request clarification on budgets from P & R  
Caroline explained that budgets are set from September onwards. 
A request was made to members for them to email Caroline any ideas of 
future events that they would like to see introduced in for 2024 before 
Septembers E & C Meeting. Caroline would compile member’s 
suggestions for a) WTC events for 2024 and b) Wellington Festival events 
for 2024. Event suggestions should consider the H & S element of the 
event, how they would increase footfall and include possible month, 
venue and approx. costing. 
 

 

18/23  Correspondence: Matters for consideration 
• Senior Citizens film event at the Orbit 

The following suggestions were made to members: 
On Golden Pond 
Singing in the Rain 
Driving Miss Daisy 
The Bucket List 
The Sting 
The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 

Members agreed that the above were all good classic films. They were happy 
for Caroline to liaise with Damian on which he could get with the additions of 
My Fair Lady, Gone with the wind and Dr Zhivago. 
 
ACTION: Caroline to liaise with the Orbit on the Senior Citizens film 
event 
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19/23       Past & Future Events 
  Caroline briefed members on the following events: 

• Six Saturdays in the Square 
The first of the Six Saturdays took place last Saturday with the arrival of 
the Chitty Chitty Bang Bang car. Despite the wet weather it was a great 
day and the Orbit commented that approx. 3000 people attended 
throughout the day. 
The next event would be the Polish Day on 29th July. 
Members mentioned that there were no signs in the Square mentioning 
WTC involvement in the event. Cllr Pierce and Cllr Barker suggested some 
signage would be beneficial to inform the public that WTC were funding 
and co-ordinating these events. 
 
 
ACTION: Cllr Lowe would speak with Paola Armstrong and enquire as to 
where the Wellington Festival signage was and if it could be used at 
each event. 
 

• Bowring park fun days 
The first of the fun days took place earlier today. The rain stopped just in 
time and over 200 parents and children were entertained by PJ the 
showman. The next event was on Tuesday 1st August and featured Kevin’s 
community circus. 
After Caroline’s request the Chair asked for specific commitments from 
members and Cllr Pierce and Cllr Lowe offered their support on 8th and 
15th August. 

 
 20/23          Love Wellington report 

The report had been previously circulated. 
Members thanked Sally for such an in-depth report that they appreciate her 
compiling monthly. 
Cllr Pierce commented on the success of the open gardens event 
Cllr Barker requested that this agenda item is moved to after the Wellington 
Festival agenda item. 
ACTION: Caroline to move the LW agenda item to after the Wellington 
Festival agenda item 
 

21/23           Wellington Festival  
Cllr Lowe highlighted the objective of the festival was to increase footfall in the 
town. This year’s festival was taking on a different guise that hopefully offered 
something for everyone but reduced officer time to co-ordinate. 
It was agreed that the future and format of the Wellington Festival would be 
discussed at the September meeting after the six Saturdays have been completed 
and evaluated. 
The committee would like to express their thanks to Paola. 

 
Cllr Pierce requested further information on the purchase of 3 x Green Festival 
banners, who paid for them and if they could be re-used. Cllr Lowe would speak 
with Paola and feedback to the committee. 
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ACTION: Cllr Lowe to speak with Paola Armstrong regarding the 
purchasing of x3 green festival banners 
 
 

 
22/23  The date of the next meeting has been changed. There will be no 
meeting on Tuesday 29th August unless urgent agenda items arise. This is 
to allow for 2024 event proposals to be submitted to P & R. 
 
Date and time of next meeting – Tuesday 19th September 2023 at 6pm 

 
 
ACTIONS:  

ACTION: Caroline to liaise with The Orbit on the Senior Citizens film 
event 
 
ACTION: Cllr Lowe would speak with Paola Armstrong and enquire as 
to where the Wellington Festival signage was and if it could be used at 
each event. 
 
ACTION: Caroline to move the LW agenda item to after the Wellington 
Festival agenda item 
 

 ACTION: Cllr Lowe to speak with Paola Armstrong regarding the  
purchasing of x3 green festival banners 
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Events & Communications – Love Wellington Report 
July 2023 

 
Campaigns & Activities 
 
Summer in Wellington 
 
PR support underway for ‘Saturdays in the Square’ and ‘Family Fun Days’ – both having 
press releases published and a radio interview on Sat 15 July. These were also featured in 
Telford Scene magazine and SY Magazine and caught someone’s eye… have had positive 
enquiries and comments from Shifnal Town Council and Shrewsbury Market Hall…with the 
following: 
 
Hi Sally 
  
Very impressive array of events coming up in Wellington.  Who organises the events and who has put these two pages 
together?  Love the new business and moves listings – looks and sounds so successful.  Success attracts more success…  
  
This is exactly what every town should be doing.  I’m keeping this as a source of inspiration for Market Drayton! 
  
  
Kate 
Kate Gittins 
Facilities Manager 
The Market Hall 
Claremont Street 
Shrewsbury SY1 1HQ 
 
 
 
Wellington Open Gardens & Wellington in Bloom 
 
Successful Open Gardens with over 200 visitors doing the trail coming from as far afield as 
London and the Welsh coast.  
 
Wellington in Bloom – Successful judging with Mayor on July 7. Press release done and 
published. Good reception on social media.  
 
Foodie Fridays & support for the hospitality businesses in Wellington 
 
Still running weekly ‘Foodie Friday’ campaign to highlight the ever-growing variety of food 
and drink outlets on offer in Wellington. This is going well and would like to share with you 
the feedback from one of the cafes (Ren’s)  
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This post reached 21,455 people and one about the new owner at Saffron, 49,112.  
We are really trying to support these businesses.  
 

 
 
 
Love Wellington Business Group and Networking 
 
Next meeting 13 Sept – focus will be on Events in Wellington 2024 and will also see 
‘Wellington Safe Spaces’ attend.  
Meeting in Oct – hoping to get approval from the Regen Partnership to spend £250 to 
employ J& PR to provide social media training workshop for Wellington businesses, running 
a 3 hour hands on workshop, which would be sponsored by Wellington Town Council.  
 
 
Visit Shropshire – Wellington Tourism 
 
Really pleased to report that through our membership of Visit Shropshire 
Wellington’s page on Transport for Wales website is now live 
https://tfw.wales/places/destinations/wellington 
 
As is the West Midland Railway 
https://www.westmidlandsrailway.co.uk/destinations/trains-to-wellington 

https://tfw.wales/places/destinations/wellington
https://www.westmidlandsrailway.co.uk/destinations/trains-to-wellington
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Other news 
 
We were pleased to be able to host Sam Holding at the start of July who was on 
work experience from Ercall Wood School. Sam undertook quite a bit of Love 
Wellington work, including helping schedule the Telford College videos, and doing 
some photography in and around Wellington to promote Saturdays in the Square 
and the Wellington in Bloom competition.  
 
Keli King (and Wellington) appeared in an article in The Sun newspaper about 
thriving High Streets.  
 
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/23052165/new-entrepreneurs-independent-shops-
boom-high-street/ 
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Press & Media Coverage 
 
It has been a very busy month media wise 
 
Wellington in Bloom  Shropshire Live , Shropshire Star  
Wellington Family Fun Days  Shropshire Star, SY magazine, BBC Radio 

Shropshire 
Open Gardens  Shropshire Live , Shropshire Star 
Wellington in Bloom – post judging  Shropshire Live , Shropshire Star  
Saturdays in the Square / Wellington 
Festival 

BBC Radio Shropshire, Shropshire Star 

Thriving High Streets – Keli King *not 
generated by us 

The Sun  

 
Thurs 22 June – Jane Bundy – Green Festival 
Sat 15 July – Saturdays in the Square & Green Festival & Bowring Park Fun Days  - Paola 
 
 
 
 
This is Our Wellington Magazine 
 
Distribution to be discussed at Regeneration Partnership 19/7/23  
 
 
New Businesses opened their doors in Wellington 
 
The Book-ends 
 

 
 
 
 
Climate Hub at Wellington Station 
Still following this up and chasing following change of personnel at WMT. To be discussed at 
regen 19/7/23  
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Social Media Communications 
 
Wellington statistics for June- July  
 

 
 
Statistics (for comparison) from last regen report (June, below); 3.5% increase in reach but 
almost a 10% increase in engagement in the Love Wellington page.  
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WELLINGTON PRESS LAST MONTH 
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